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regarding precept and example, will, 
in - opposition, go wrong, as they 
sometimes perversely will, a secret 
satisfaction attends a faithful dis- 
charge of duty, however it may 
have failed of producing the effect 
intended. 

A sense of responsibility should 
ever be deeply impressed on the 
minds of parents. MuCb depends 
on the system of education, and 
the schools which they chuse for 
their children, as to the formation of 
their future character. 

An increase of fortune to a child 
will be a poor compensation for a loss 
of improvement, and those parents 
make an erroneous calculation, who 
in the allotment of their time and 
attention, prefer to give the bent of 
their minds to make their children 
rich, or adorned o~hly with super- 
ficial accomplishments, while the 
more valuable acquisitions of a 
liberal and guarded education are 
neglected. K. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

I YESTERDAY received with plea- 
sure the number of the Eelfast 
Magazine for September, 1811. 
One part of it much tickled, as well 
as pleased me. It is the essay on 
the veneration reaHy due to anti- 
quity. I wished for an Irish Cer- 
vantes to ridicule the Irish disposi- 
tion -on the subject of ancestry. 
You would laugh at, or with me, 
if you knew some ideas, which came 
across my mind at the reading of 
this piece. It led me to fancy a 
history of Ireland accidentally dis- 
!»vered,or rather produced through 
the agency of- some supernatural 
power, reciting transactions long 
before the invasion by Milesius, and 
his three sons Heber, Er'emon, and 
Ith, including the preceding wars 
of the uncivilized and -warlike natives, 



and the submission at last to these 
Scythian conquerors, and then giving 
an account of the reign of the celebra- 
ted Olamfoodla, and of the laws of the 
council of Tarah, which, if not the 
same, were equal to those of Minos. 
But I drop my nonsense : not how- 
ever more nonsensical than the ab- 
surd dreams of fabulous history, on 
which many with so much gravity 
and dulness rely. 

New-York. " H. 

To tit Proprietors »/ tit Belfast Magazine, 

T PERCEIVE with satisfaction that 
you have given a good account 
of the Independents in your Maga- 
zine. They were men who once 
stood •firm in the cause of civil and 
religious liberty, and their zeal is 
deserving of being contrasted with 
the apathy of the present times. 

I lately met with the following ac- 
count of the Levellers,* men in 
every place spoken against, to whose 
opinions much obloquy was attached 
by those who believed in the tales 
of the nursery, and implicitly adopt- 
ed " all that the nurse, .and all 
the priest had taught." Reformers 
in all ages have been held up to 
reproach. They who are interest- 



* A respectable periodical publication 
makes the following judicious remarks on 
this old book. 

" The Levellers, of the century before 
last, comprised a large body of Englishmen 
of the finest sense, purest manners and 
most enlightened religion. But they were 
ages before the bulk of their countrymen in 
moral and intellectual advancement, and 
were therefore vilified by the multitude, 
feared by the weak, and hated by the 
wicked. Their name has been revived, 
even in modern times, as a bug-bear to 
frighten men from attacking hoary pre- 
judice and inveterate corruption. When 
will the still, small voice of truth be heard 
in churches and states ?" 

Rtptuittry of Theology and general Literature. 



